MEET THE 


By James Chow and Adam R. Thomas 
Staff Writer 


or the 2017-18 Associated Student, Inc. elections, can- 
didates are doing everything from reaching students 
directly through events like Coffee with the Candidates 
to posting signs around campus to get students to vote. 
President, vice president and treasurer are the main execu- 


tive positions. 


The president acts as the official representative of Associated 


PRESIDENT 


Daniel Gomez is a senior in Communications Stud- 


ies minoring in Public Administration who transferred to CSULB 
from Cerritos College in Norwalk. He is a single father raising his 
son and says he is proud of his time at community college and 
hopes to one day give back to the community college system. 

Currently a Senator At-Large for ASI, Gomez says he wants to 
take the current administration’s ideas and continue to expand 
upon them. For Gomez, this includes continuing to build relation- 
ships with cultural organizations on campus, fighting to create a 
sanctuary campus as well as standing against the proposed tuition 
increase. A returning student with familial responsibilities on his 
plate, Gomez says that he found his passion for student governance 
only fairly recently, but is very passionate about the process. 


“I didn't really get involved until I was 25, 26 years old, not too long ago,’ Gomez said. “When I found 
a calling for student advocacy I had a purpose to go to school beyond just providing for my son’s future. I 
had a purpose for-serving students for once. In my role, we would be enacting programs and addressing 


the needs of students. Our job is to make sure their needs are met.’ 


VICE PRESIDENT 


Kenia Duarte . 


first-year public policy and ad- 
ministration graduate student, 
advocates to fight the tuition in- 
crease and make more courses 
available to students in line with 
Lendrum’s policies. She also 
wants to try to get more Coun- 


seling and Psychological Ser- 
vices opportunities for students 
and wants to restore food and drink funding for organizations. 

“CAPS counseling is crucial, as a lot of students need that right 
now,” Duarte said. “As far as organizations go, we want to bring 
drinks and snacks during the meetings to have a fun and safe 

‘environment for everybody. It’s the students’ money and we're 
trying to give back to them.’ 

Duarte says she is looking to serve everybody and not take 
preferential treatment toward ethnic groups or specialty clubs on 
campus. Part of that service is to create more scholarships for all 
students. 

“Free money is always a good thing, and my thing is to serve 
every student; Duarte said. “I am undocumented, but I'm not 
interested in serving just the undocumented community. I want 
to serve the Muslim community, the Asian community, the queer 
community, all of them. Everybody should have an equal plat- 
form.” 


voice of students. 


er, 


Students and supervises the AS] Executive Branch’s activities. 
A main job of the vice president is to oversee ASI Senate, 
which conducts legislation and levies concerns in line with the 


ASI’s finances are administered and handled by the treasur- 
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Students can vote through the 
email sent to them by ASI early 


‘Monday morning. More information 


on Senate candidates \s available at 


http://www.asicsulb.org/gov. 


Here’s what you need to know about the candidates: 


Da I e Len d rum. second-year communication studies 


graduate student, is currently the Secretary of System Wide Affairs. 
Lendrum’s long-term goals are focused on the sustainability of the 
California State University system. He says he wants to keep tuition 
and fees from going up and has been combatting the tuition in- 
crease already-in-his current position. af 

“We still haven't recovered from the recent recession that saw 
tuition and fees go up 280 percent in six years,’ Lendrum said at 
the Coffee with the Candidates event Wednesday. “Our students 
already paid more than half the cost of their education, but they 
shouldn't be paying anything” 

Another goal Lendrum wants to pursue is ensuring students re- 


ceive a quality education. He wants to establish more course availability during the winter and summer 


too many units. 


intersessions to make sure students can graduate on a timely manner without being weighed down by 


“The quality of [students’] education suffers when they have to take so many units in such a short 


amount of time,” Lendrum said. “We need to find a way for students to use their financial aid to attend 


winter, May or summer intersession ... so that they can come out with a more well-rounded education 
and retain what they’re learning. ; 


Joe Nino is a senior ki- 
nesiology major who original- 
ly transferred to CSULB from 
Cerritos College in Norwalk. 
An older student, Nino has bat- 
tled Crohn’s disease, which he 
says has delayed his education 
somewhat but has never been 


able to stop him as he prepares 
to apply for a graduate program 
next year. 

Nino says that he developed his love of advocacy at Cerritos 
and is currently an ASI senator for the College of Health and 
Human Services. Nino said he is proud of his record at ASI and 
working as a representative for students in his major at CSULB, 
and worked to add new classes to the department. 

“As Vice President, I will be the chair of the senate,’ Nino said. 
“We can push forward together a policy agenda that reflects our 
students’ needs. Fighting against our potential tuition increase ... 
that’s something I can put on the agenda and we can actually get 
things done. I'll also be a part of the executive team to work with 
our budget to make sure our students aren't paying extra fees that 
they don't need to.” 


Alan Parkes is a tnira- 


year graduate student who is study- 
ing history. In 2011, Parkes began 
working for ASI and has held var- 
ious positions since. He has served 
as a Building Manager at CSULB 
and Cal Poly Pomona, and has 
been a part of events staff at Cal 


Poly Pomona. Parkes believes that 
his time as ASI janitor is what best 
exemplifies his ability to serve the students of CSULB. 

“T think I’ve held the broadest array of positions that serve stu- 
dents’ interests,’ Parkes said. 

Parkes said that promoting the interests of students should be 
inclusive and that CSULB should be a sanctuary campus. He said 
that it is important to expand environmental initiatives such as 
composting and alternative transportation forms, as well as cre- 
ating more job opportunities and funding opportunities for stu- 
dents when faced with fees and tuition increases. 

“ASI needs to provide opportunities for student groups and or- 
ganizations that promote the interests of students,’ Parkes said. “T 
also want to provide a platform for as many students as possible 
through prompting ASI government to both become more in- 
volved in student affairs and fund events that challenge seeming 
prevailing conservative ideals outside our campus that threaten 
our students.” 


see ASI, page 2 


SST SES SI a DB TE 


2 NEWS 


SCIENCE 


Not so black and white 


CSULB biologists 
discover reason behind 
panda pattern. 


By Estela Garcia 
Staff Writer 


Trying to explain why zebras have 
stripes or why pandas are black and 
white has bamboozled scientists for 
years. 

But this task serves as the base for ques- 
tions for biologists as they try to figure out 
the reasons behind an animal’s coloration, 
how those colors developed and their 
functions. 

A team of biologists that included Cal 
State Long Beach biology professor Theo- 
dore Stankowich, graduate student Han- 
nah Walker and two other CSULB stu- 
dents, discovered these answers for why 
panda bears are black and white. This team 
is the same group of scientists who dis- 
covered why zebras have black and white 
stripes — to repel flies. 

Stankowich and his collaborator, UC 
Davis professor of wildlife biology Tim 
Caro, have an interest in mammal color- 


ation, particularly why some animals have _ 


a unique pattern and why some don't. For 
a majority of mammals specific coloration 
is used as camouflage and communication 
mechanisms for other mammals, accord- 
ing to the new report. : 

He says pandas were the “next logical 
step” for Stankowich and his team. 

“There aren't a lot of species out there 
that have really unique patterns like this 
and the question of why pandas are black 
and white and how this unique pattern has 
been around for hundreds of years makes it 
a difficult question to answer,’ Stankowich 
said. 

In a new study published in Behavior- 
al Ecology journal earlier this month, the 
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e 
Samuel Kim is a senior business management stu- 


dent running for treasurer. Currently the Vice Treasurer for 


ASI, Kim says his 
goal is to keep stu- 
dents informed on 
where their money 
is being allocated. 
He wants to ensure 
there is a transpar- 
ency and_ balance 
as to which clubs 
are getting the most 
money and what's 
being done with 
students’ money. 


As a treasurer, Kim says he promises to make sure the facil- 


ities are working. 


“As more students come, we need bigger buildings and we 
need to fix buildings that begin to depreciate” Kim said. “It’s 
hard to inform students when there’s 35,000 students to reach 
out to. I don’t even have that many friends on Facebook. But if 
I get elected, I'll be at the University Student Union office avail- 


able to anyone who needs help” 


Creative Commons 


A CSULB team of biologists discover that pandas are duo chrome to blend in with 


their various environments. 


team figured out why pandas are the only 
bear and one of the only carnivores with a 
distinct color pattern. 

They ran into problems when it came 
to finding a starting point. They looked 
at different types of coloration of different 
species of carnivores and then compared it 
and centered it around the panda. Walker 
spent time searching for photographs of 
carnivores and the team used that data to 
make conclusions, according to Stanko- 
wich. 

They asked questions regarding what 
factors or influences may lead to pandas 
having dark limbs and dark ears and eyes, 
but a lighter body and face. 

“We took it piece by piece. What sort 
of factors influence these traits? This in- 
volved a lot of different analysis, a lot 
of different hypotheses and questions,” 
Stankowich explained. “We put the puz- 
zle back together in the end. Here’s what’s 
going on with the legs, here’s what’s going 
on with the bodies and we used those re- 
sults to explain why pandas are black and 


white.” 

According to the report, the panda’s 
one-of-a-kind pattern is used to blend in 
within their various environments such 
as forests or snow. The dark areas on the 
panda’s eyes and ears are recognition 
signs for other pandas. Stankowich also 
explained that other carnivores have simi- 
lar functions based on their coloration, so 
other animals or predators know if a cer- 
tain animal is aggressive or friendly. 

What makes the group want to take on 
questions about the animal’s colors is the 
awareness of who the black and white bear 
is. 

“Everyone knows what the panda is and 
what the zebra is because they're so unusu- 
al and charismatic and, in a lot of cases, 
cute,’ Stankowich said. “The panda is a re- 
ally cute animal so the fact that it appeals 
to people makes the question why it has 
this coloration in the first place appeal to 
us as scientists. We're looking for that one 
unique story that explains a unique color- 
ation.” 


Ed ga r M Ora | QS isa junior accounting major who 


recently transferred to CSULB from Santa Monica College. Mo- 
rales was the president : 
of the Phi Theta Kap- 
pa Honor Society at 
SMC in 2016. As the 
PTK president, Mo- 
rales says he worked 
with the school’s stu- 
dent government and 
Board of Trustees. 
Morales says he 
shares a deep under- 
standing with undoc- 
umented students as many of his relatives are potentially at risk 
for deportation. He also has prepared himself for a busy year 
if elected, and said he knows the office of treasurer can burn 
out students who are unprepared. For Morales, homelessness is 
a big issue, and he favors student community-based solutions. 
“With the growing issue of gentrification, with the growing 
issues of tuition increases . . . students are feeling like they’re in 
it alone,’ Morales said at a candidate forum Thursday. “What 
does mean for developing community equity, students for stu- 
dents? As student representatives, if elected, we try to find ev- 


ery measure of action before saying we don’t have the funds for 


something. How can students be directly involved in acting on 
their principles?” 
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Lowenthal | 
addresses LB 


constituents 


‘Trump supporters greet the , 
Democratic congressman with 
opposition. 


By Ammi Ruiz 
Staff Writer 


Congressman. Alan Lowenthal; D-Long Beach, held a 
town hall forum on Monday night to answer constitu- 
ents’ questions on national issues including health care 
reform, immigration policies, the environment and civil 
rights. 

Nearly 700 people RSVP ’‘d for the event online, but the 
crowd was large enough to fill the Long Beach City Col- 
lege auditorium, which has a 1100 person capacity. 

Before the discussion began at 6 p.m., two men stood be- 
fore the crowd with pro-Trump signs. The were greeted with 
“boos” and generally negative responses from individuals in 
the crowd, who told the Trump supporters to get out. 

“We're here because we care about our community,’ 
Lowenthal said, before being interrupted by one of the 
men holding the pro-Trump signs. 

“We'll give you a chance to talk,” Lowenthal said to 
the man wearing a “Make America Great Again” cap. “As 
I said in the beginning, everyone will have a chance to 
talk? ; 

Three other panelists joined Lowenthal on stage to 
respond to concerns from the community members, in- 
cluding the Deputy Executive Director for the American 
Civil Liberties Union, James Gilliam. 

The discussion centered largely around health care, 
with many people voicing their concerns over the fu- 
ture of the Affordable Care Act and their opposition to 
for-profit corporations involved in the health insurance 
industry. 

The Long Beach Police Department had several offi- 
cers present at the event, although physical acts of vio- 
lence did not break out. Several attendees continued to 
remark against the few Trump supporters who attended 
the forum. 


Jonathan Wanless is junior majoring in 


communications studies with a minor in human resource 
management 
who transferred 
to CSULB from 
Hartnell Col- 
lege in Monte- 
rey Bay. Cur- 
rently Wanless 
is an ASI Sena- 
tor for the Col- 
lege of -Liberal 
Arts. 

Wanless 
wants to make sure to find funding for international and 
undocumented students, who he feels are often forgotten. 
As treasurer, Wanless said he knows that there’s a lot of 
responsibility in handling the roughly $8 million operat- 
ing budget for ASI, and hopes to add more transparency 
regarding student fees. . 

“All these people pay these fees into the budget and they 
don't know where it’s going,” Wanless said. “Sometimes as a 
senator, even I don't know where [the money] is going, and 
that’s a problem that I want to address.” 


*Carlos Villacana contributed to this story 
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NEWS 3 


CSULB 


Campus media seeks to integrate outlets 


Student media proposes 
to integrate K Beach, 
Union Weekly and 
College Beat TV under. 


one name. 


By Matthew Ramirez 
Staff Writer 


Campus media may soon combine 
the efforts of KBEACH 88.1 FM, Union 
Weekly and College Beat TV under one 
name - 22 West Media. 

“It's the hope that more students are 
going to consume and find their con- 
tent more relevant,’ said James Ahuma- 
da, ASI Communications Manager who 
is also overseeing the merger. 

KBEACH, Union Weekly and Col- 
lege Beat TV are all student-run media 
outlets that provide content: radio dis- 
cussions, articles and videos related to 
campus events, current events, enter- 
tainment and other topics in the cam- 
pus community’s interest. 

Ahumada said that they have always 
shared each other’s work when it comes 
to discussing events and topics on cam- 
pus. 

The idea of merging student media 
has been a topic for the media manag- 
ers and ASI for the past two years but 


has now started to take action last sum- 
mer under the new management. 

“There’s not too many campus media 
outlets that do this on other campuses.” 
Ahumada said. 

22 West Media is a project still in the 
making as media managers are working 
together to create proposals to convince 
members under the Student Media 
Board of Trustees that will be voting to 
approve or reject the plan. 

“Tt’s going to be something different,’ 
said Alejandro Ramos, the editor in 
chief of Union Weekly. 

Ramos is concerned about the merge 
because he feels that it may begin to 
limit the type of content that Union 
Weekly provides. He says the publica- 
tion holds a welcoming background 
that accepts submissions from students 
of different majors and backgrounds. 

Ramos emphasized that Union 
Weekly was different from other pub- 
lications because of this quality and is 
worried that they'll have to sacrifice it if 
the merger goes through. 

“We're going to have to leave some of 
the stuff that made Union Weekly what 
it was.” Ramos said. 

The school media has been attempt- 
ing to formalize what they've already 
been doing already, according to Ahu- 
mada, who is also in favor of this plan 
going through. 

“It’s definitely going to be something 


D49er 


_ is now hiring for 


* Applications are available 
in the Daily 49er newsroom, 
LA-4201E — a 


for [students] to use to prepare them- 
selves for their careers,’ Ahumada said. 

Most .of the students working -for 
campus media use the experience they 
gain to prepare themselves for careers 
in radio, print and broadcast media. 
In another article on KBeach, student 


and radio host Fernando Avila said that 


88.1 FM-HD3 


‘camaraderie in student media has in- MAW CKEERRLORE 


creased over the years” as outlets have 
worked on multiple collaboration proj- 
ects. 

Managers of campus media are all 


agreed that they want to combine the 
LONG BEACH 


union 


WEEKLY 


three outlets into one organization but 
are still debating how the group and the 


ce 
! CB j 


content is to be structured. 
In the most recent ASI Senate meet- 
ing, those working at 22 West Media 


will create surveys for students to mea- 


COLLEGE BEAT 


———_ FELEVIS OR ——— 


sure their interests in the type of con- 
tent they would prefer to see. Promo- 
tional items for the new media agency 
are planned to be given out next semes- 
ter during the Week of Welcome. 

Whether or not the merge between 
media outlets is to be approved; in the 
case of Union Weekly, Ramos says that 
students are still welcome to volunteer 
and intern for positions to gain possible 
career experience. 

22 West Media will be releasing their 
website on April 22 for any of those 


22 West Media 


Graphic illustration by Stephanie Hak 


who are interested in getting involved 
or in becoming their new audience. 


COMIC-CON® INTERNATIONAL PRESENTS 


ANAHEIM COMIC-CON® 
One of the Country's 
Best Comics and Pap 
Culture Events Featuring 


COMICS 
‘ MOVIES 
TELEVISION. 
ANIMATION 
SCI-FI/FANTASY 


GIANT 
Ea. iT WALI, 


SPECIAL GUESTS 


3 DAYS OF 
PROGRAMS 


Including 

ALN TIWIE 

GAMES 
MASQUERADE 


CHILDREN’S 
PILNWI FESTIVAL 


and Much More! 


JOIN US DURING 


SPRING BREAK! BPN AG 
MARCH 31-APRIL 2 
ANAHEIM CONVENTION CENTER 


BADGES ON SALE ONLINE ONLY! 


@qS : COMPLETEINFOAT: 
>- WWW.WONDERCON.ORG 
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Bubbly, bl 


University Players presents a 
musical time piece about civil 
rights. 


By Zulema Suarez 
Staff Writer 


In 1963, with a life surrounded by racism, police 
brutality and misogyny, Viveca Stanton prefers to 
see past all the hate in the world and pretends she 
is a white girl with straight hair, blue eyes and a 
great life. 

The gripping musical “The Bubbly Black Girl 
Sheds her Chameleon Skin,’ presented by Cal State 


Long Beach Theater Arts, opened March 10 at the. 


University Theater. The book, music and lyrics are 
by playwright, lyricist and actress Kirsten Childs 
and the musical is directed by Jaye Austin Wil- 
liams, assistant professor of Theater Arts at CSULB. 

The rollercoaster of emotions is told through 21 
songs, over 34 characters and 15 cast members. A 
live band adds soul and feeling to an already heart- 
felt musical. 

Early in life, Viveca, played by Timanii Meeks, 
is faced with a troubled mind when a little boy, 
Gregory, played by Malik Proctor, gets angry at 
Viveca for rejecting him. He then hurts her even 
more when he compares her physical appearance 
to one of the girls who died in the 16th Street Bir- 
mingham Church bombing — a racially motivated 
attack on a predominantly black congregation that 
killed four young girls a month after MLK’s 1963 


“T have a dream” speech. Viveca is forced to seethe, 
reality of being a little black girl, no matter how 


bad she wants to be white. 

Gregory's disrespectful comments toward Vive- 
ca early in the musical gave Malik a bad rapport 
with the crowd. 

Viveca’s parents faced a challenge when it came 
to their daughter's unrealistic mindset. Her mother, 
played by Ruby Morales, is seemingly the realist of 
the two. She wants her husband, played by Ramon 
Edwards, to stop trying to keep the truth about 
racism away from Viveca, and help her accept that 
she will have to face discrimination throughout her 
life because she is a black girl. 

Regardless of the troubles she faces as an ado- 
lescent, Viveca decides to take her father’s advice 


and smile no matter what, denying the fact that the ~ 


“Bubbly Black Girl Sheds Her Chameleon Skin” is showing in the University Theatre until March 25. 


prejudices she encounters actually hurt her. She 
even responds to being called an Oreo; or some- 
one who is black but acts white, by saying “What’s 
wrong with being an Oreo anyway; it’s a damn 
good cookie to me.” 

Her lack of negativity toward the insults she re- 


“ceived added a new element of innocence to the 


musical, making the audience laugh and also sup- 
port her more. 

Viveca’s journey of denial continues throughout 
her early adulthood, but she gets a taste of reali- 
ty once again when she is riding on a bicycle with 
Gregory and they get stopped by policemen, who 
approach them with their guns facing the two, 
ready to fire. They are set free once policemen real- 
ize that Gregory is not the man they were searching 
for. 

As Viveca blames the reason for their arrest on 
“thugs,” Gregory informs her that innocent people 
get stopped all the time, and sometimes they don’t 
get to walk away from the scene. 

The intense scene reminds audiences that the 
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civil rights issues of the time were never fully re- 
solved. I think of recent occurrences where Eric 
Garner, Michael Brown, Alton Sterling, Sandra 
Bland and many other unarmed black people faced 
police brutality and didn’t make it out alive. 

A few years go by and Viveca moves away to “the 
city where fucked up people make their dreams 
come true.” In other words — New York City. 

She meets Lucas, played by Tommy Nguyen, 
and falls in love without realizing their difference 
in skin color might have an impact on their rela- 
tionship. 

Viveca has the last straw when Lucas informs 
her that they could never be a real couple, because 
his grandmother told him to never marry a black 
girl. 

Lucas’ grandmother seemingly comes out of no- 
where and sings a song, “Granny’s Advice; about 
how Lucas can't be with a black girl. The song add- 
ed an upbeat sound to depressing news, and Viveca 
ended up choking the grandmother at the end of 
the song, so the audience got a good laugh from 


ack and bouncing back 


Photo courtesy of Kip I. Polakoff 


that, regardless of the news Viveca was just given. 

Heartbroken, disillusioned and angry, Viveca 
finally realizes who she is and discovers that no 
matter how hard she tried to deny the truth, she 
will always be black. “I can’t change who I am, and 
I don’t want to? she says. 

She faces the reality of her skin being black, and 
accepts how she cannot shed her skin because she 
isn’t a chameleon. 

Though the ending scene may have been a little 
confusing and misinterpreted due to Viveca’s ac- 
tions, the musical shed a lot of light on many on- 
going problems the black community is currently 
facing, regardless of its 1963 setting. 

The problems of sexism, police brutality, racism 
etc. all contribute to why a little black girl would 
prefer to be white. The musical did a great job of 
making you want to laugh, cry and put life into a 
whole new perspective. 

“Bubbly Black Girl Sheds Her Chameleon Skin” 
is showing Wednesday - Saturday at 8 p.m. until 
March 25. 


HEALTHY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 


For research study involving measurement of hemoglobin and 
other non-invasive readings. 

If you are 18 years of age or older, healthy and weigh a 
minimum of 110 Ibs, you may be eligible to participate in a 
research study with monetary compensation for your time. 

You may be paid up to 250 dollars. Multiple blood draws and a 
fluid infusion may be involved. Study time varies. 


May Intersession 


Three-Week Session 
May 22-June 9 (SSI) 


www.ccpe.csulb.edu/intersession 


Two 6-Week Sessions 
May 30-July 7 (S1S) 
July 10-August 18 (S3S) 


One 12-Week Session 
May 22-August 18 (SSD) 


www.ccpe.csulb.edu/summer 


Register Now! 


(800) 963-2250 
CCPE-info@csulb.edu 


#DoersDo 
WV Ei J @CSULBiInterSessn 


CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY LONG BEACH 
COLLEGE OF CONTINUING AND PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION 


Please call for details. 
Masimo Corporation 
52 Discovery Irvine, CA 
92618 949-297-7137 


‘Divine Providence. 
Too big to fail. Make women wellness start-up bil- 
lionaires. 310/521-9961 


send us your samples at eicd49er@gmail.com 


] 
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War on oppression in Warsaw 


Director Niki Caro 
tells the story of unsung 
heroes. 


By James Conley 
Staff Writer 


Some people see injustice and stop at 


nothing to correct it, even if it means 


putting themselves and their livelihood 


in jeopardy. This is the tale behind - 


“Whale Rider” director, Niki Caro’s lat- 
est film, “The Zookeeper’s Wife.” 


The film tells the true story the 


Zabiniski Family, successful stewards of 
the Warsaw Zoo in Poland. Zookeeper 
Jan Zabinski, his wife Antonina and 
their son Ryszard, don’t just shelter an- 
imals, but hundreds of Jewish people 
fleeing the Holocaust. 

Diane Ackerman first published the 


book, “The Zookeeper’s Wife” in 2007, 
using Antonina’s unpublished diary. 

Before being approached to direct 
the film adaptation, Caro had not read 
the book and was excited about taking 
the challenge of telling the story. 

“It was so different and felt that this 
time, while hopefully honoring the mil- 
lions that died, a movie could focus on 
a few hundred that.survived and the 
extraordinary circumstances of these 
survivals would be a ‘nice thing to put 
into the world” Caro said. “The big- 
gest challenge, besides portraying it 
accurately and well, was portraying it 
emotionally. A lot of war movies focus 
on the horror, but one of the key things 
was experiencing the Warsaw ghetto 
through the eyes of Jan and his son.” 

The New Zealand native has directed 
several award-winning films and televi- 


sion shows and said she enjoys telling 


true stories. 


Caro was inspired by Antonina’s 
courage and compassion, who sheltered 
Jewish refugees at great risk to herself 


a6 


War is experienced by 
everybody. It’s not just 
experienced by men. It 

is interesting to see a war 
movie that focused on the 


female experience 8 & 


Wiki Caro, 
director of “The Xookeeper’s Wife” 


and her family for no other reason than 
it was the right thing to do. 

“She was much more comfortable 
with animals than with people” Caro 


said. “She used her gift to tend to these 
damaged Holocaust survivors and cre- 
ated an environment for them that was 
made bearable with art and music and 
tenderness and understanding.” 

Jessica Chastain, Oscar nominee for 
“Zero Dark Thirty” and “The Help, will 
play Antonina Zabirska. According to 
Caro, Chastain was so committed to the 
role that she learned to play piano for 
the film, including some very difficult 
musical pieces. 

“Jessica was everybody’s first choice 
for the role and pretty much said yes 
right away. Jessica loves animals; she is 
genuinely an animal whisperer, Caro 
said. “This was obvious every time we 
were on set.” 

Caro is particularly interested in this 
project because it offers the opportuni- 
ty to explore characters that are terribly 
strong, but soft at the same time. 


female strength in cinema with wom- 
en that are really kind of badass and 
outwardly strong, kind of, like guys in 
girls’ bodies” Caro said. “Which is, in 
a lot of cases, a fantasy of what a strong 
woman is.” 

It was very compelling and exciting, 
she said, to make a war movie that has 
a significant difference from other war 
films. 

“War is experienced .by everybody. 
It's not just experienced by men. It is 
interesting to see a war movie that fo- 
cused on the female experience,’ Caro 
said. “It is certainly true that this is a 
Holocaust movie all about women and 
children and animals. But women, 
children and animals experience war 
also.” 

“The Zookeeper’s Wife” had its world 
release on March 8 in Warsaw, Poland 
and is set to be released by Focus Fea- 
tures in the U.S. on March 31. 


“T think a lot of people still confuse 


Join our team! 
The Daily 49er is hiring. 


Daily 49er Advertising Account Ex- 
ecutive 
The role of an account executive is to 
develop new advertising clients for the 
Daily 49er and maintain relationships 
with existing clients. This includes 
continuous contact to counsel existing 
clients on building a successful adver- 
tising campaign, growing relationships 
with new clients and working closely 
together with manager, co-executives, 
and graphic design team of the news- 
paper. 


‘games - giveaways 


a THURSDAY — 
March 16, 2017 


Must possess 

¢ Outstanding communication and 
interpersonal abilities. 

¢ Great sense of sales and customer 
service. 

¢ Responsibility organized and flexible 
in order to meet customer demands. 
¢ Capable of working as part of a a. 


team, and at the same time strive for , a LEARNI 
- e 


— 
al 
personal success et oF i ¢ ” Safety tips and alternative 
Spring Break options 


——— 11:00 AM - 2:00 PM 
Location: Central Quad 


The Daily 49er is looking for a 


web designer. 


Contact us at 


eicd49er@gmaill.com at (562) 985-5515 


For more information, call © 
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Madness, chance and perfect brackets 


Fans and stans flock to 
make their predictions 
but one thing is for 
certain; anything is 
possible. 


b 


By Matthew Simon 

Sports Editor 
ith the sec- 
ond week | 
of March 
upon us, 
it’s time 


for the greatest sporting event 
of all — the NCAA Tourna- 
ment — or as some like to call 
it: “March Madness.” 

Yes, I just said that the 
NCAA ‘Tournament is better 
than the Super Bowl, World 
Cup, World Series, Stanley Cup 
and the Olympics. 

It's a tournament where 64 col- 
lege programs around the country 
compete in win-or-go-home games'to 
take the top spot:as the best basketball 
team in the country. 

It’s a three-week roller coaster ride of 
emotions and the occasional Cinderella 
story, in which case the underdog takes 
out a top team to advance further into 
the tournament. 

It's a time when, across the nation, 
college basketball fans and those who 
don't know anything about the sport 
will fill out a bracket in attempt to have 
the perfect sheet or the final winner. 
People fill out these brackets in an at- 
tempt to predict how the tournament 
will go from game to game. 

And although the odds of filling out 
a flawless bracket are one in 9.2 quin- 
tillion according to Forbes, fans still fill 
out 70 million brackets year after year. 

Along with the long odds and co- 
pious surprises, this tournament also 
puts a spotlight on women’s basketball, 
which can also provide some of the big- 
gest moments for college athletes. 

March Madness is where a No. 1 
seed in a bracket can lose to a No. 16 
seed, like in 1998 when Harvard’s wom- 
ens team made history by beating top- 
ranked Stanford 71-67. This feat has 
never been accomplished since. 
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Despite the fact that filling out a flawless bracket is a one in 9.2 quintillion chance, fans still make their bets in 


anticipation for inevitable wins. 


The NCAA Tournament provides 
something that no other sport in the 
world can give you at any moment — 
utter disbelief and astonishment over 
what just happened game after game, 
like in 2013 when Florida Gulf Coast 
University, a No. 15 seed knocked off 
No. 2 seed Georgetown in only its sec- 
ond year of Division I tournament eli- 
gibility. 

March Madness can be truly mad- 
dening, but it is also a time where leg- 
ends are made and NBA prospects are 
born. . 

This was the case for Golden State’s 


MVP and superstar guard Stephen’ 


Curry. 


Editorial Office 


‘ole 


March will have you 
sitting at the edge of your 
seat as your palms begin 
to sweat, as you anxiously 
wait to see if your favorite 
team or pick is going to 


pull out the win. 
99 
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. His ascent began during the 2008 
NCAA Tournament, when he took Da- 
vidson one shot away from the Final 
Four when he was just scrawny soph- 
omore who didn’t get any offers from 
big-time colleges. 

- It was in that game against No. 1 
seed Kansas, after scoring 128 points 
in the tournament up to that point, 
Curry passed the ball to Jason Richards 
instead of taking the shot himself and 
Richard missed, effectively ending Da- 
vidson’s Cinderella story. 

Those are the moments that make 
this tournament so special, because al- 
though they lost, they made it further 
than expected. 
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It’s where you stand up and shout 
when teams lose when they should have 
won, but that’s why so many people ap- 
preciate the tournament — because ev- 
eryone likes a good underdog story. 

March will have you sitting at the 
edge of your seat as your palms begin 
to sweat, as you anxiously wait to see if 
your favorite team or pick is going to 
pull out the win. 

It’s a time of madness because in 
a game of runs, March brings even 
more of the unexpected. 
This will be the first time I pay 
extra attention to the tourna- 
ment. 
* Although Long Beach State's 
men’s team will not be repre- 
sented in the men’s tourna- 


ment, our very own women’s 


team will be competing in the ” 


tournament in Corvallis on 

Friday against the No. 8 team 
in the nation, Oregon State, in 
the first round of the women’s 
NCAA tournament. 

While a No. 15 seed has never 

» defeated a No. 2 seed, people con- 

tinue to watch the Tournament in an- 
ticipation of such a victory. 

And after LBSU’s two consecutive 
one-point wins to win the Big West 
Championship, I sit here wondering — 
why not? 

Why can't the team that turned 
heads in its first appearance in the 
NCAA Tournament since 1992, which 
was back when the Dream Team was 
created to compete in the Olympics, be- 
fore any of the current team members 
was born. 

The 49ers will be a heavy underdog. 

LBSU is that mid-major team that 
the country hasn't heard of, but here on 
campus wé know this team. 

They are the ladies that we take class- 
és with, share the same halls with and 
struggle through midterms with. They 
may be on a national stage, but this a 
time where they will represent the col- 
lege and the student body. 

Why can't this team loaded with 
seniors pull off the unthinkable? This 
team is used to being doubted with its 
backs against the wall. 

So, on Friday night when the final 
buzzer sounds in Corvallis, Oregon 
State may be the winner or LBSU could 
be victorious, you just never know. 
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SPORTS 7 


BASEBALL 


Dirtbags will battle No. 3 TCU | 


After being swept this 
weekend, the LBSU 

. baseball team will 
look to bounce back at 
home tonight. 


By Luke Ramirez 
Assistant Sports Editor 


About a quarter of the way through 
the 2017 season, the Long Beach State 
Dirtbags have been flat-out underper- 

. forming with a record of 6-8, including 
the most recent series when they were 
swept by Arizona State. 

The Dirtbags (6-8) opening day line- 
up on Feb. 17 against Oklahoma in- 
cluded five returners who started over 
36 games in 2016. On paper, this core 
of experienced position players looked 
like a strong foundation for a team 
looking to make its second consecutive 
NCAA playoff appearance. 

LBSU even received preseason rec- 
ognition from BaseballAmerica.com, 
getting slotted in the No. 22 spot in 
the nation. Behind players like senior 
first baseman Daniel Jackson, junior 
starting pitcher and 2016 Big West 
Conference pitcher of the year Darren 
McCaughan, the Dirtbags had some 
expectations to live up to before the 
first pitch of 2017. 

Head coach Troy Buckley was not 
shy at all in composing the schedule 
this season. In the first 14 games, the 
Dirtbags have gone to North Caroli- 
na for a series against then-No. 8 Tar 
Heels, a midweek game on Feb. 21 
against USC and, of course, tonight’s 
matchup against No. 3-ranked TCU. _ 

This schedule has been even tough- 
er on this team that started the year 
without a key group of arms, including 
junior transfer AJ Jones and freshman 
Ryan Mauch. Jones will be making his 
debut against TCU on Tuesday, but will 
most likely be limited to only a few in- 
nings after coming back from injury. 

Fast-forwarding to the present, the 
theme of the Dirtbags’ struggles has 
been inconsistent relief pitching cou- 
pled with an offense who has had trou- 
ble scoring late in ball games. Those 
two factors together have resulted in 
some heartbreaking losses. 

The starting pitching has also been 


Dave Smith is just one of the few senior pitchers playing for the Dirtbags this season. 


up-and-down so far this season. Five 
pitchers have started games for LBSU 
so far this season, two of which are 
freshmen in John Castro (0-3, 5.74) 
and Matt Fields (2-0 3.52). 

McCaughan has been the most con- 
sistent for the Dirtbags, though the stat 
sheet may not show it. McCaughan (1- 
1, 3.91, 26 K) has been at the receiving 
end of some tough no decisions, both 
of which he pitched well enough to 
win. ‘ 

LBSU’s offense hasn't quite been 


able to click when McCaughan is on 


the mound, albeit they usually face 
their opponents best pitcher on Fri- 
day nights. The Dirtbags need to focus 
on taking advantage of the high class 


pitcher McCaughan is and look to sup- 
port him with more runs than they 
have been so that they can win that 
ever important game one. 

As for the relief pitching, it’s safe 
to say that everybody has taken their 
share of punches this season. From the 
experienced pitchers like senior Josh 
Advocate (3.38) and sophomore Chris 
Rivera (5.68) to freshman Connor Ri- 
ley (3.38) and Zak Baayoun (7.36), it’s 
safe to say they haven't yet found their 
comfort zone. 

Too many games have been lost late, 
especially behind strong performances 
from starting pitching. It has been time 
for the young arms to step it up and 
start sealing victories for the Dirtbags. 


Offensively, there have been some 
hitters who are already looking to be in 
midseason form. Junior catcher David 
Banuelos is off to a nice start, batting 
.390 with one home run and five RBI's, 
Ramsey Romano (.367, 8 RBI’s), a ju- 
nior transfer from Yavapai College, has 
earned the most playing time at third 
base this year and is proving to be one 
of the team’s most productive hitters so 
far. Junior Luke Rasmussen has done 
an excellent job in the cleanup spot, 
batting .295 and driving in 15 runs to 
this point. 

Junior right fielder Brock Lundquist 
(.192, 7 RBI’s) and senior first baseman 
Daniel Jackson (.200, 8 RBI’s) have yet 
to find their stride at the plate. Both 


LBSU games. 


Jose De Castro | Daily 49er 


players were key pieces of the lineup 


: last season and will need to get hot in 


order for LBSU to be a threat in Big 
West conference play. 

To say the season is lost at this point 
in the year would be a very hasty con- 
clusion. 

The Dirtbags seem like they will be 
a force to be reckoned with if they can 
start putting together quality at bats 
along with more consistency on the 
mound. 

With only 10 games remaining be- 
fore conference play starts on March 
31 against UCSB, the time is now for 
the Dirtbags to find their identity and 
make a run at a Big West Champion- 
ship. 


Follow  49ERSPORTS 
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~LBSU 1s heading to Corvallis 


After winning Big 
West, 49ers find out 
who they will face in 
the first round of the 
playoffs. 


By Grester Celis-Acosta 
Staff Writer 


After a thrilling Big West Champi- 
onship victory over UC Santa Barba- 
ra on Saturday, the Long Beach State 
womens basketball team hosted a 


‘NCAA Selection Show Watch Party at 


Legends on 2nd Street in Long Beach 
Monday. 

The 49ers and fans that attended the 
event sat on the edge of their seats for 
almost 30 minutes until LBSU found 
out where it was heading. 

The 49ers landed the No. 15 seed in 
the Stockton Regional Bracket and will 
be going up against the No. 2 seeded 
Oregon State. 

The Beavers finished the regular 


season 29-4 and advanced all the way’ 
to the PAC-12 Tournament Final, . 


where they lost to Stanford. 

49ers head coach Jody Wynn is ex- 
cited to play against the Beavers, and is 
thrilled to finally see the Long Beach 
State name come across the ESPN 
screen. “I'm just so excited? Wynn 
said. “It’s an unbelievable feeling to 


ELITE EIGHT 


see Long Beach State come across the 
ESPN screen and I'm happy for our 
players, happy for our community and 
excited go up to Oregon.” 

Despite the anticipation, Wynn felt 
that they had a high possibility of play- 
ing against Oregon State in the first 
round.“We kind of figured that we've 
be maybe matched up against [Oregon 


STOCKTON 


State],” Wynn said. “They're a great 
program, PAC-12 [regular season] 
champs, [have] one of the best coaches 
in the nation. We're just really excited 
to be able to play them and have an 
opportunity to represent the Big West 
[Conference].” 

Just like Wynn, seniors: Anna Kim 
and Madison Montgomery are eager 


Jose De Castro | Daily 49er 
Coach Jody Wynn and the rest of the women’s basketball team rejoice as they find out that they will be facing off 
against Oregon State in the first round of the NCAA Tournament this Friday. 


to play in their first NCAA Tourna- 
ment and to cap off their senior sea- 
sons at the Beach. 

“Words can't describe it honestly,” 
Kim said. “We feel blessed. I’m very 


honored to have played with these — 


four girls and to cap off our final sea- 
son together like this is memorable 
and I’m just really excited and happy 
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Michigan State 9 


Marquette 5 


for everyone.” 

Back in December of 2016 the 49ers 
had an opportunity to play against Or- 
egon State in the Play4Kay Shootout 
Tournament that was held in Las Ve- 
gas, Nevada. 

The 49ers, of course, did not get 
the opportunity because they lost to 
Oklahoma State in the second round, 
63-57. 

Kim feels that if they would have 
beaten the Cowboys, that they would 
have given the Beavers a run for its 
money. 

Montgomery feels the same way as 
Kim. 

“T totally agree,’ Montgomery said. 
“That Vegas tournament was really 
good for us. I think it gave us a lot of 
experience and that really helped us 
within the Big West Tournament. We 
also got a chance to watch [Oregon 
State] play a little bit and they got a 
chance to watch us play a little bit. So, 
it’s going to be exciting to see how we 
match up? 

This NCAA Tournament for the 
49ers marks its first ever trip in 25 
years. The last time LBSU attended the 
tourney was in 1992 and the last time 
they had a victory in the NCAA Tour- 
nament was on March 16, 1991, where 
they defeated 5th seeded USC, 83-58. 

The 49ers will play the Beavers on 
Friday at the Gill Coliseum in Cor- 
vallis, Oregon. Tip off begins at 2 p.m. 
Pacific Time. 
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1. South Carolina 
2. Oregon St. 

. Florida State 
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.. Marquette 

. Missouri 

. Creighton 

8. Arizona State 
9. Michigan State. 
10. Toledo | 
11. South Florida 
12. Quinnipac 
13. FGCU 

14. Western Ilinois 
Va BSU. 
16. UNC Asheville 
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